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support found within Islamic State–held territory. These opposing philosophical 
and strategic views continue to act as a wedge between Salafist terror groups.

Although Soufan mentions the rapid loss of territory in recent years, military 
historians may be unsatisfied with the minimal discussion of the importance of 
major coalition battles and the breadth of actors and operations to weaken al Qaeda 
and Islamic State affiliates around the world. This book does provide important 
information on a range of topics of interest associated with nationalism, the roots 
of extremist thought, and the evolution of organizational structures. Because these 
groups continue to evolve, the content allows readers to evaluate how bin Laden’s 
death has shaped the trajectory of Islamic extremism. This primer on the impact of 
leadership decapitation in terror organizations is a useful contribution for military 
historians, strategists, and analysts. 

Melia Pfannenstiel     School of Advanced Air and Space Studies
              Maxwell AFB, Montgomery, Alabama

Redefining the Modern Military: The Intersection of Profession and Ethics. Edited 
by Nathan Finney and Tyrell O. Mayfield. Annapolis, Md.: Naval Institute Press, 
2018. Tables. Notes. Index. Pp. xiii, 264. $29.95.

The United States again finds itself, as it did early in the Cold War, in a great 
power competition. Unlike that era of postwar triumph, however, the nation enters 
this era without deep introspection about what the editors of Redefining the Modern 
Military candidly describe as “strategic failures in our most recent conflicts” (p. 3). 
This book aims to begin a more reflective self-assessment of the U.S. military’s per-
formance over the last two decades, an exercise in accountability they find overdue.

The ghosts of the late Samuel Huntington and Morris Janowitz are laced 
throughout this useful book, sometimes to the point of redundancy. These seminal 
authors are good starting points to trace the evolution of the profession over time, 
but the limitations of these apparitions should have been introduced. The editors 
suggest that contemporary conflict is more asymmetric than what the classical 
theorists faced. Perhaps, but a more thorough comparison of the dangerous Cold 
War context that influenced Huntington in the 1950s and the great power rivalry 
of the present suggests common ground. 

This slim book has a bold and somewhat deceptive title. The book rarely 
ventures past the classical Huntingtonian conception of the profession of arms. 
Moreover, the profession has always incorporated a moral and ethical dimension. 
The application of violence in the service of one’s country and the control of that 
power inside a democratic state generate enduring ethical obligations. There is no 
intersection; the ethical dimension of military service is inherent as the chapter by 
Dr. Rebecca Johnson clarifies. As noted by Admiral James Stavridis in his jacket 
blurb, “Ethics lie at the beating heart of service in America’s military, and we stray 
from the moral core . . . at great risk.” 
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While the book is army-centric, there is an excellent perspective from a former 
U.S. Air Force officer that captures the unique culture of the American aerospace 
institution, a branch “born of insubordination.” Edward Beasley offers a rich his-
tory of the navy’s evolution in professional military education. He traces the navy’s 
conception of itself from the strategic level to an inordinate emphasis on technol-
ogy, which he labels “technicism,” to an alleged reversion to a myopic focus on 
operations at the expense of any grasp of strategic context. He contends that “the 
Navy’s strategy skills have simply atrophied and left the Navy reliant on civilians to 
formulate strategic policy” (p. 120).

A few authors allude to the ambiguous grasp of the concept of professional-
ism, and a few comment on an ethos and ethical codes. Yet, no author develops the 
content of a proposed ethic or examines existing army constructs. The concept of a 
profession, and the obligations inherent to service in a democratic society, mandate 
a clear code of norms and ethics. The existence of such a codification of professional 
and moral norms is a standard in all other professions. It is essential to entry-level 
education and self-enforcement within the profession. The outline of such a code is 
hinted at within Redefining the Modern Military, but the reader is left wanting. 

While Redefining the Modern Military addresses many contemporary chal-
lenges, that of civil-military relations, central to the profession’s role in decision 
making and national policy, is lacking. This is an area where Huntington also fell 
short, at the juncture and overlap between policy and strategy. Huntington sepa-
rated the policy maker from the military, artificially isolating a professional sphere 
or domain that must interact with policy and politics. Several authors in the book 
argue for the autonomous nature of the military profession, but none address the 
riposte presented in Supreme Command: Soldiers, Statesmen, and Leadership in War-
time by Eliot Cohen, who argued for an interactive “unequal dialogue” between 
statesmen and their generals. The relatively junior officers and academic contribu-
tors did not intend to offer insight at this level of the profession, but it may be 
something for the editors to tackle in their next project. 

In that higher level exploration, a few questions should arise. For example, 
what are the obligations of senior officers in the policy-making process, and how 
can professionals legitimately express dissent? What should we learn about recent 
wars in which the inputs of senior officers like General Eric Shinseki were more 
than ignored but publicly refuted, and where senior Joint Staff officers resign qui-
etly in protest? In a country where general officers are more visible in nontraditional 
roles in government, what are the effects on how the professional is viewed? Is the 
profession harmed when retired flag officers become talking heads on daily “news” 
shows or collectively attack White House or Pentagon officials in ongoing policy 
matters? How uncomfortable should the American people become when retired 
general officers begin to take on highly visible political roles at major electoral 
events like conventions? What are the implications for connections to society in 
general from these trends? 

In their conclusion the editors address the apparent paradox of a challenged 
military profession seeking to adapt to asymmetric wars and ethical lapses while 



MILITARY HISTORY   635

  Book Reviews

still enjoying the trust and admiration of the citizenry they serve. They do not 
resolve that paradox but incisively warn of “a danger that Western societies have 
placed their militaries on too high a pedestal” (p. 224).

This book is thus a timely product. It is the first in over a decade to examine 
critical challenges facing the U.S. military as a profession that must adapt to poten-
tially disruptive changes in critical political, social, and technological dimensions. 
Redefining the Modern Military was not a critical self-assessment, but it certainly 
inspired serious reflection. All in all, it is a commendable effort by a diverse group 
of authors. The book offers thought-provoking insights that should stimulate a 
deeper understanding of what it means to be a military professional, and how that 
conception may evolve. This will be a valuable educational source for most national 
security programs but especially officer-accession and intermediate-level schools. 

F. G. Hoffman          Fairfax Station, Virginia
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